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POPULATION TREND AKD (XONWTH OF URBANTZATIOR IN HURGARY

Wisneoschaftlicher Dienst Sudocteurops,
VYol V, No 1, Munich, Jan 1936

Since 1949, there has tc=n inguffictent information on the development of
Hungary's popuiaticn. e results of the only postwar cencus of 31 Decermber
19%8 L January 1944 were published in sumnrized form crly. In additicn, only
limited fndividu:l regicnsl ianfermation could bz cbtained from movographs.

The official ritntistical pericdical Statisztilai Szemle, in its first two issues
of 1655 publizhed two tasic compilaticna, cne on the developaent of the populn-
tion of Hungary and ancther on tae provisional resultas of the household census
of 1 Suly 1954, The 1554 cepsus was held in cities and larger communitices, and
these data pernlt o closer fasizhit i{nto the development of the populaticn of
Eunguary. At the same time, 1t L3 copeclally significant to point out that the
datz are ns of 19Sh, Lecause the final date of the last census wnu too close to
the end of the war, te ghov an vubiased development trend. The following table
shows the over-all popuicticn tren? and the density of the prpulation for the
cutirc area of Hun"""- It 15 fimured for the preasent tcrritory of the country
and includes the census results of 1930 and 1641, :

Devalorment ¢f the Popuiation Figures and Density
of Porulation of Hungary During 1930-1954

Ycar forulGtion Figures Density (per sq km)
1930 . 8,46¢,106 93.3 |
1941 G, 315,07he 100.2
1048 G, 204 TQ04 99.0
1049 3,285,000 99.9
1G50 %, 378, 000 100.8
1951 CLBED, COO 101.7
1952 9,537,000 102.5
1952 S.L32.000 103.5
195k 0TI 00D 104.8
1955, 30 Jun ** BN 105.4

*These fimares vary clishtly from the last reported figures; the varia-
tion ray be dua 4o the usuz) iifference between provisional and final census

\‘Zﬂt(l .

w¥icsordting t - budonost, sSzagid Nep, of 13 Septecber 1955

These figures chiw that the populetica of Eungary during the period 1930-
1040 rad an annuel increase of an averege 50,000-60,000 persons. The war
caused a povpul-ticn desreass up Lo 195C, but since that time, the number has
tnorensed stendtly tiil :n 1G53-1G5% it amounted to 119,000. Considering an
annuil natural increas~ &t 3 minimuwa of 100,000, which can be taken for granted,
th2 ponulation of Hunjury dur 1n¢ 1957 will cxceed the 10 million mark; “he den-
“ity will be atrut i57.5 perschs per square kilometer and 1u ancther 5 years
w{11 prebably reash 110, 4 uctuo- picture of the rapid population increase is
-ian.by thc'following comuariazn of the population movement [igures for the

pnst years
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Live Natural
Year Marriages Births Deaths Increase
1938 Th,a76 182,206 130,628 51,578
1945 73,202 160,091 211,323 -z, 23020
1946 928,662 169,120 135,486 33,634
1647 96, 328 187,316 117,537 69,779
1548 97.710 191,907 105,780 86,127
1949 107,620 190,398 105,718 - 84,680
1950 106,261 165,567 106,902 88,665
1951 93, 362 190,645 109,998 80, 647
1952 104,836 185,820 107,4k3 18,377
1953 91,621 206,926 112,039 ok, 887
1954 107,5¢0 (approx) 223,000 107,000 " 116,000

*Not including military dead

Figures showing the percentage of development indicate the follcwing trends:
the stagnation (caused by the wvar) of the number or marriages, the birth de-
cliae, and great iocrense in mortality, totaling a minus balance of more than
L2,000 persons,.in 1545, is followed by an incresse of marriages, tbe same birth
figure and a otill higt mortality rate, in 1946. In 1947, hovever, the low
point is passed; altiough the aumber of marriages remains at the same level
as the high figure 1a 1946, the 1947 birth figure exceeds that of 1938, and
the 1947 nmortality figure 15 lover than in 1938, indicating a gain in both
cases. This trend lagt:s, as indicated aboe, until 1950 vhen  the positive
develorment of the nopalntion statistics reach the prewar figure. The cri-
tical periods of the systematized economy can be cobserved easily in the pop-
ulation statistics {in 193!, there {s &an over-all decline, mmrking the crisis
which caused the cc-called "new course'; later on there 1is aiso 2 large de-
cline of marriagen ¢n 19%3; however, there is no decline in birth and increase
figures. In any case the average annual natural increase of the population of
Eungary amounts to 12 per 1,000 as of the latest date and occupies the first
place only after Icelani, Yugoslavia, the Netherlands, and Portugal.

The large pocusnt:.oun increage and the large decline in the mortality
rate was cauzed LW izr:ioved sociological conditions, which led to a very
large decline :n infunt mortality, on the one hand, and %o an eagerness to
bear children in view ol protection period, bonuses, and aursing subsidy for
nothers, etc, cn the other hand. It is reported that in 1954 four times as
many materaity tonoZits were granted as in 1949 and that in the course of the
Five-Year Plan ~he »221 ravacity in the gynecological departments ot the hos-
pitals increascd :v ) percent, and in the maternity homes by 70 percent. It
15 uls0 rerorted thit the tuberculosis death rate of 14 per 10,000 in 1938 de-
creased to .S por 16 000 fn 1954, The 1954 total mortality figure ‘is more’
than 20 percent lcver than the one in 1938 and is on the same level with the
averacge standard of all highly civilized states in Central and Western Burcres.

The fcilewin: tabie clearly indicates a trehd of increasing urbanization
in the past years. It ives 8 breakdowm {u percentage of Bungary's total
population in the years i fceted*:

- S
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Increasing Urbaniration 1in Hungary 1869-195k (%)

Xeor Budnpest Urbaa_Areas Rural Aress
1869 1.8 1.5 86.7
o) 3.0 13.4 . oe. 3
1920 11.5 19.4 69

1541% 12.5 23.7 63.8
15419+ 18.4 19.8 61.8
1949 17.3 19.2 63.5
1954 1 July about 19.0 about 21.0 about 60.0

SFigures refer to the territorial boundaries existing in that particular
year: i.e., prior o 1618 the boundaries of prevar Hungary, after that of
Trianon-Hungary, in 1941 that of 1938-1941 enlarged territory of Hungary.

#*These figures refer to a Hungary within the frame of boundariea estab-
lished after World War II.

The above figures indicate that the urbanization trend has been in proc-
ess already for 100 years. 7The July 1954 household census, which was held
only in the 168 largest localities in the country, does not give a complete
picture; however, it does 1llustrate the rapid development of wbanization
which occurred after the ccnsolidation of the systematized economic regime.

The following table compares 1954 cemsus temporary results with 1949:

Development of Population of the 168 Largest Localities
in HBungary During 1949 and 1954

Increase QOver

Localitiies 1949 (1 Nov) 1954 (1 Jul) ___ 1949
Budapest 1,612,287 1,781,085 168,798
Remaining 61
citfes 1,782,216 1,942,111 159,895
106 largest
comruntties 678.993 - 718,892 39,893
Total k,073,502 4,442,088 368,586

Naturally, the population increased the fastest in those cities vhere
large industrial centers were established. The 1949 census could not show
this trend clearly because of the short industrialization period, but the
1954 figures definttely indicate thias developzent.

The followiag “uble shows population trends in the most important rapidly
grovwing industrial centers:

-3 -
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Developnent of the Poﬁulation of the Host Important
Indust. jal Centers of Hungary frcm 1900 to 195%

. Increase in

Fopulation Pigures ' Percentage
City 1900 1930 1949 1954 {1900 as 100)
Kazincbarci.n 3,137 3,713 5,059 11,819 - 37€.8
¥Kelo 988 2,187 4,605 17,540 . 1,775.3
Miskolc : 61,214 93,912 109,146 135,780 221;8
Nroszlany 1,633 1,473 3,746 7,150 h37.é
Sztaliovaros 3,826 3,905 4,069 27,472 8.0
Tata 12,180 12,002 13,199 16,223 133.2
Varpalota €,b32 6,696 1.,065 15,970 248.3
Veszpren 14,114 17,792 18,229 22,640 160.4
Zalaegerniegl 9. 782 13,072 15,159 . 16,900 172,8

The atove *alle shows that the 1949 census falls to indicate a develop-
ment irend frrcawse 190 vns too close to post war), but {t does show that
the princival iniresse centers are those places where the greatly developed
industiries are coocentrnted. Apart from the population influx to the na-
tional capilinl . the oining center of Komlo takes the leading place. The
Konmlo mining center ts followed by Sztalinvaros, the newly erected Socialist
model city with *the developing foundries; Oroszlany and Tata, the centers of
bauxite extraction; Miskelc and Kaziactarcilka, the aspiring centers of the
rorthern Y. trinl repcions; Veszprem as the new center of the chemical in-
duntry; varpiic'a eiue ag o center ot the chemical industry; and finally
Zalaegerster v connection with petroleum exploitation in the southwestern
pare f danrary.

An inter ot exnmmple of porulation trends (s shown by the folloving

table which i e papulattion figuraes of several country towns in eastern
Hungory tast o - conoucned by the inlustrialization wove:

Decrease or Increase
Tow: 1959 195% Over 1949 . 5)
Caongrad o, 855 23,297 -6.3
Maio 34,170 30,908 -9.5
Szcaotes 31,2358 32,032 42.5

Fur<her verification of populmtion concentration in industrial centers
is showm ty the fTollewing table which gives housing constructior statistics

for 1999 and 1G54: .

-4 .
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199

Budapest 130,677
Other towns 328,221
In 106 large coranities 147,686

n? R+, .antial Antidings

1954
140,231
333,066
151,103

The following table shows the ircrease of housing units from 1949 to 1954

in certain fungarian cities.

Sztalinvaros
Miskole

Konilo
Tatatony.
Gyor

Ozd
Szekesfeharvar
Szolnock

AJka

Lo iuri
Szigeteszeotmiklos

3,541
2,823
1,979
1,548
1,372
1,035
920
882
883
873

625

Besidec the already kncwn industrial centers, there arc also a2 number of

midéle-nized tcowns like Gyor, Szekesfehervar, and Szolnok in the leading places.

Among the incuctrial leovalities, AjJra is worth mentioning in connection with
the Veszproa-Varjalota center in the southwestern central choins of nmountainc.
Ag 2 whole, tha alove figures indicate that also in Hungary population tends
t0 increase in cities, especially in those where industry is being established

or expended, 1t is uslsoc worth mentfoning, that the populatiocn increase
Hungary has reacbed a very high level and swrpasses that of most Central European

States except Yugoslavia.

BIBLIOGRAFEY :

Statisztikai Srerle, 1955/1 and 2
Szabad Nep, budarest, 13 Sep 1955
¥Mngyar Stati{sztikai Zebkonyv, l5th annunl publication, 1948

La Populattion <e la Republique Hongroise, Etat et Perspectives, by Pierre Georges

Population, Pariz. Vol VI, No 1, 1951, b 625 ff
Magyar Statisztikal Kozlemenyek, N. P. 83, 1953 edition

-5-

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/04/14 : CIA-RDP81-00280R000100050046-9

in

STAT



